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A lot has been written about changes.  I can think of a number of songs, poems, quotes, 
specifically, the following; “when we are no longer able to change a situation, we are 
challenged to change ourselves”…Viktor Frankl, neurologist, psychologist, 
Austrian Holocaust survivor.   
Of course, Frankl’s thoughts are very much connected to the horrific experience he survived. 
However, change can take a toll no matter the level of intensity. I was first introduced to 
Viktor Frankl when I was a young student struggling with life and death during nursing 
school. One of the teaching physicians was sharp enough to observe my struggles and shared 
Frankl’s book with me, “Man’s Search for Meaning.” It had a tremendous impact on my life.  
 

The congregation at Temple Shalom will have no choice in the coming month but to embrace 
change. A true testament to Sheldon is to move forward with a song in your heart and honor the 
first Rabbi at this Shul. This is a major steppingstone in the history of Temple Shalom.    
 

History will also record the memorable celebration of Sheldon Skurow’s Spiritual leadership 
for the past 16 years. The first phase of his departure from his role was on June 4th at the 
retirement party. Eve Matisoff and the Committee that included Renee Gershman, Sherry 
Elias, Leslie Janowitz and Nancy Tulin, with the talent of Phyllis Kalter, deserve deep 
appreciation and kudos for the hours of preparation that were involved in ensuring a loving 
and successful celebration. It was wonderful to see the Skurow family in the center of the 
room. It was a beautiful evening for all of them, I’m sure.   
 

Sheldon often mentions the “dash” during Celebration of Life Services. This refers to the 

dash between the date of birth and the date of passing. What one does with their life in the 
in-between years is what really impacts their legacy. Well Sheldon certainly fills in his 
personal dash. He has been a tremendous role model for all the children in his family. His 
footprint is very big and honestly, quite awesome to fill. Best wishes to Sheldon and 
Eveleen as they continue to fill in the dash. I wish them years of blessings and excellent 
health. 
As Jerry Schwartz lovingly says during his memorable sermons, “but wait”…you still have 
another opportunity to wish the Skurows more blessings. Sheldon will lead his final Friday night 
Service on June 30th at 7:00 pm. Elaine Via and the Oneg Team assigned to that evening will 
prepare some special homemade sweets and savories to celebrate this monumental evening. I 
hope most of you are planning to attend services on this historic eve.

Of course, I’ll see you there! 
 

See you in Shul, 
Iris 
president@tscfl.org 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Well, the time has finally arrived, and we will be together very soon. Ellen and I 
are excited to join the Temple Shalom family. That is how we see ourselves, as 
one large extended family. We all come from somewhere else, and we “are” 
family. As a family, we support each other, we hurt for each other when we are in pain, and we rejoice 
with each other when we celebrate.  
 

It is not always easy to be a family. There are often cliques which exclude others, there is sometimes 
gossip which hurts others, and we all make mistakes. But, at the same time, we have grown to trust each 
other and to support each other, and there is nothing better than that.  
 

Here is a wonderful story for you to think about as we begin our journey together. Enjoy! 
 

A famous family expert has said, “When you have a strong family life you receive the message that you 
are loved, that you are cared for, that you are important. The positive intake of love and affection and 
respect … gives you inner resources to deal with life more successfully.” 
 

Here is a family that shows us what it is like to receive the messages that you are loved and cared for 
and that you are important. 
 

Once her kids were in school, one woman decided to go back to school for more education. After several 
years of hard work and late nights, she finally completed her Master’s Degree program. 
 

Her husband planned a graduation party for her. He invited all of their friends to their home to 
congratulate his wife on her hard work. 
 

But she turned the tables on him. She got a list of the invitees to her party and called each one. “I’d like 
to surprise my husband,” she told them. Then she explained what he sacrificed for her to go back to 
school. He supported her emotionally when she felt like quitting. Much like a single parent, he juggled 
his own work with picking the children up from school, caring for them in the evenings, shouldering 
much of the housework and preparing meals for the family. And besides, her education was expensive 
and the family needed to take out a student loan. “I’d like this to be a surprise party for him instead of a 
graduation party for me,” she told all of her guests. 
 

So they came with cards and food, all of which he expected. But when he learned that it was all for him, 
he was stunned! And for her, it turned out to be the greatest graduation party ever. 
 

He showed her by his actions and by his willingness to sacrifice that she knew she was loved, cared for, 
and important. And this gave her the courage to jump into a demanding program that others may never 
have attempted. 
 

You are loved...you are cared for...you are important. Where love exists there is warmth. Where 
everyone’s physical and emotional needs are met, there is safety and security. And where respect for one 
another is the norm, the mind and spirit can flourish. 
 

It doesn’t get much better than that. 
 

And that is why Ellen and I are joining you. 
 

Here’s to families and synagogues and being together! 
 

Rabbi Mel Glazer, D. Min. 
villagesrabbi@aol.com 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Note: you can view the past and current Shaloms, in color and enlarge the 
      photos by going to tscfl.org and clicking on the PDF on the home page. 
 



 
 
 
 
 

1st Monday    Sisterhood Meeting: 10:00 a.m. 
3rd Monday    Brotherhood Meeting: 9:00 a.m. 
1st & 3rd Thursdays  Golden Hands Needlework: 11:00 a.m. 

3rd Thursday    Board Meeting: 3:30 p.m. 

Every Tuesday   Bereavement Support: 10:00 a.m. (resumes in the fall) 

2nd & 4th Tuesdays  Texas Hold 'Em: 6:30 p.m.  
Every Thursday   Group Counseling: 10:00 a.m.  
Last Saturday   Shabbat Services: 9:30 a.m. 
Sundays Monthly  Rosh Hodesh: 2:00 p.m. 
 

July 2     Yizkor Service: 10:00 a.m. 
July 10     Brotherhood Golf Getaway: 8:30 a.m. 
July 16     Mid-Year Meeting: Wine & Cheese Reception: 6:00 p.m. 
July 16     Mid-Year Meeting: 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

 

WOMEN'S SUPPORT GROUP - Barbara Glick, MS, Psychiatric Social Work, conducts the group. It 
focuses on coping with difficult problems that arise as we get older. The group meets every Thursday at 
10:00 - 11:30 a.m. at Temple. Come and explore new choices to be made.  
 

BEREAVEMENT GROUP - If you have lost a loved one within the last year and are interested in 
joining a Bereavement Group at the Temple, we meet from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon every Tuesday in 
the Sisterhood/Brotherhood Room. For information, contact Leah Frederick at 352-751-1808 or 
leahcohen@thevillages.net. 
 

MITZVAH COMMITTEE - Sisterhood women are here to assist you with your Shiva or memorial 
arrangements. For assistance, or if you wish to call others, please call Carol Pozen 352-391-9329, Lydia 
Greene 352-233-9133, Sandy Mele 352-259-1728, or Barbara Fieldman 352-350-2950. 
 

BRICKS - at the front entrance - contact Sandy Ballot 352-259-1451 
 

LEAVES - Tree of Life in foyer - contact Evie Brauer 352-205-8997 
 

PLAQUES - Yahrzeit Plaque - contact Evie Brauer 352-205-8997 
 

PLANT A TREE IN ISRAEL - order forms are available at the Temple office 352-748-1800 
 

ONEG AND KIDDUSH BRUNCH SPONSORS NEEDED. Celebrate your simcha with your 
Temple family. Please contact Elaine Via, ladyvia13@magicalgrove.com or 352-653-9337. 
 

SISTERHOOD DONATION CARDS -The card for all occasions! A picture of Temple Shalom on the 
front, lined inside for your personal message. A convenient way to show you care. Just $5 for a package 
of 4 cards w/envelopes. Contact: Barbara Klein: 352-430-3933 or Barklein3@aol.com 
 

SISTERHOOD BOOK CLUB - If you have not tried it yet and you like to read, the Sisterhood Book 
Club is the place for you. We meet on the second Thursday of every month at the Buffalo Crossings from 
4:00-5:45 pm. Give us a try. For information, please contact Debbie Dessert at 352-259-88773 
debbiteach01@gmail.com. 

GIFT CARDS  
What a great way to protect your personal credit card from being hacked and at the same time you 
support the Temple and are getting a tax deductible. 
 

Before you board a cruise ship and have to leave your personal credit card with the concierge, buy a Visa 
card from Temple, we normally stock $50 cards but you can buy one for $100 or $250 and never have 
to worry about someone hacking into your personal Visa account.   
Call us before Saturday and you will have the card(s) by Tuesday or Wednesday! 
 

Your gift card coordinators, 
Karen & Gerry Prezioso 
352-350-3455 



 

TEMPLE SHALOM SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP 

The Gift Shop offers a full line of Judaica that will allow you to find that special gift for that special 
someone. Whether expressing a "Thank You" to a neighbor or wishing a relative well, say it best with 
Judaica products from the Sisterhood Gift Shop! Open Monday through Thursday 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. and Friday until noon. Call Toby 352-753-2622, Reva 352-793-3431 or Derick, Office Manager, 
352-748-1800.  
  

The PROMISED LANDscape donations toward our beautification project are coming in at a slower 
pace than anticipated. Therefore, the next phase of Temple landscaping needs to be delayed for a while 
longer. We are about one-third of the way to our goal so we need your green to green-up our grounds! 
Please consider the Morgan Landscape Fund when making your future contributions to our 
congregation. 
 

ISRAEL SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE 
 

The Temple Shalom Committee that enhances education and awareness of Israel,                  
the land and its people. Contact Marsha Riefs for more info: marshariefs@yahoo.com 
 
SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE 
The Temple Shalom Committee that promotes information and education to address issues pertaining 
to diversity and tolerance. Jean Gaull - jeanigaull@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

The summer is here and Sisterhood is taking a break from monthly meetings and Rosh Chodesh 
celebrations. Thank you, Leslie Waldbaum, Program Vice President, and Marsha Riefs, Rosh Chodesh 
Chair. 
 

We are planning a very special WELCOME BACK meeting on September 11th. Sisterhood members, 
please save the date. 
 

Committees are beginning to plan our events for the rest of the year (and into 2018). The Nominating 
Committee, By Laws Committee and Budget Committee will all be meeting. Also the Fundraising 
Committee, Membership Committee and Program Committee will be hard at work.  
Book Club and Golden Hands will continue to meet during July and August. 
 

Below is a preview of some of our currently scheduled Fall events: 
 

Monday, September 11th – Welcome Back Sisterhood Monthly Meeting 
Monday, September 25th – Vendor Fair 
Monday, October 2nd – Sisterhood Monthly Meeting 
Saturday, October 28th – Trip to the Straz to see “On Your Feet” 
Monday, October 30th – Mah Jongg Tournament 
Friday, November 3rd – Sisterhood Shabbat 
Monday, November 6th – Sisterhood Monthly Meeting 
Monday, December 4th – Sisterhood Monthly Meeting  
Monday, December 11th – Paid-up Membership Event 
Saturday, December 16th – Trip to the Straz to see “Love Never Dies” 

 

Also for all Sisterhood members and friends: Phyllis Lowe is again chairing Sisterhood’s popular 
Cruisin’ Sisters Cruise to Cozumel on January 25-29, 2018. There will be food, Mah Jongg, cards, 
fun, and did I say Mah Jongg. The terrific price currently quoted on the flyer will not be available much 
longer. Contact Phyllis at pookish2@aol.com with questions or call Joann Schmitt at 704-724-1745 to 
reserve your cabin. Invite your friends and neighbors and join the Cruisin’ Sisters.   
 

Shalom. 
 

Lynn Sindoris 
Sisterhood President 
Lynnsindoris@icloud.com 
 

mailto:jeanigaull@gmail.com


 
 

 

June was a very busy month for the Brotherhood. We did our monthly third Monday morning breakfast 
and our second Shabbat Dinner. Looking forward to July, we have planned our Independence Day 
celebration BBQ on Sunday, July 2nd, with entertainment and great food. It’s a chance to be with family 
and friends in a great atmosphere. We are always looking for volunteers to help with the BBQ.  Please 
call me, we would like to have you join our team. 
  

Also in July we have planned our second Golf Getaway on Monday, July 10. It will be held at Eagle 
Dunes Golf course, a four-star rated course less than an hour away in Sorrento, FL. If you haven't signed 
up, please do so as soon as possible; space is limited. 
  

We received our two other Torahs back from the Scribes. Now our Arc is complete and ready for 
services with Rabbi Glazer. 
  

Due to members being on vacation, we will not have our monthly breakfast in July. 
  

If you have any special interest activity that you would like to share with your Brotherhood members, 
please contact me. 
  

See you at Temple, 
Paul Elias 
Brotherhood President 
paulelias27@gmail.com    
 
 

 
 

 
STAN GOODMAN, Temple Shalom’s answer to Buddy Rich/Gene Krupa, 
has retired from drumming. He knew he needed to do something 
worthwhile with his custom set of drums so Stan decided to “pay it forward” 
and donate the drums to The Villages High School band. Eric Taupier, 
former percussion captain and drum major at the school, said, in tribute to 
Stan: “To pass that (drum set) on to someone much younger and less 
experienced takes a lot of confidence and heart.” The school band was thrilled to receive the gift. And 
the beat goes on!! 
 

PHILIP BARSKY, grandson of Pat Roberts, is an accomplished singer who won the Manhasset 
summer scholarship and the Young Artist Competition from the Long Island Choral Society. He will 
continue his voice training over the summer. You can listen to his beautiful voice on YouTube.com.  
  

IRWIN NEWMAN, continued his 90th birthday celebration at the home of his daughter Barbara in 
Cornwall-on-Hudson, NY. Helping him blow out all the candles on the cake were his children, 
grandchildren, dear members of the family, old friends, and newly found cousins (courtesy of 
Ancestry.com). Following the party was a sojourn in Rockport, MA, with his son and more family. Best 
wishes for many more.  
 

BEN KRIEGER, grandson of Julie and Jeff Stein, performed in the National Touring Company of 
“Neverland,” playing the lead part of Peter, at the Tampa Theater of Performing Arts. In the audience 
were adoring fans of Ben, who were also friends of the proud grandparents. Following his performance, 
Ben greeted his Villages fan club and responded to questions from them. Ben will be taking a sabbatical 
from the stage at the end of this tour and returning to Hebrew Day School to continue his schooling.  
Also, a Mazel Tov to the “star” on his Bar Mitzvah!  He managed to study and act at the same time!  
What a guy! 
 

 



 
 
 

Proud grandparents Sherry and Paul Elias attended 
the graduation of their grandson, Brandon Robert, on 
May 24, 2017. Brandon graduated with honors from 
Johns Creek High School in Johns Creek, GA, was Senior 
Class President of the Young Men's Service League.  
 

Giving back to the community comes naturally to this 
family as both Brandon's sister Maggie and mother 

Nancy are involved in projects that help the community. Brandon played 
football at his high school and was a member of the Varsity Baseball team. Brandon's 
team came in fourth in the State Championship and Sherry and Paul traveled to attend 

most of the games. Brandon will attend Florida State University.     
    
~ ~ ~ 
 
 

 

Jeremy and Renee Dukes, son and daughter in law of Linda and Jerry 
Dukes, will both be teaching for the 2017-18 school year in Polk County, FL. They 
were married at Temple Shalom last March. 
 

Mollye Berger, mother of Elaine Via,                     
will be celebrating her 100th birthday on July 9th.          

The whole family: 5 daughters, 14 grandchildren,           
23 great grandchildren, 2 great-great grandchildren,                          

will be celebrating this milestone birthday in Delray Beach on July 8th. 
 
 
~ ~ ~ 
 

Member Denise Rosenbaum is bursting with pride: Her grandson, 
Jeremi Yakerson, just graduated from Stevenson University outside of 
Baltimore. He received a BS in Nursing and has a job at the University of 
Maryland Medical Center.  
 
 

This new column is for sharing good news from temple members... about you or 
your relatives or friends.  Did your son get a promotion or new job? Do you have a 
new grandchild?  Have you taken a marvelous trip? Did you or someone in your 
family win accolades or an award or a new title?  Let us know.......... 

 

Just send your news to Sandi Newmark, Co-editor of Shalom Newsletter: snewmark@aol.com 
 
 

  

  
“In ’76 the sky was red. Thunder rumbling overhead. Bad 
King George couldn’t sleep in his bed. And on that stormy 
morn, Ol’ Uncle Sam was born.” Those words are from “Ballad 
for Americans”, which tells the story, in song, of the American 
Revolutionary War. On the 4th of July we honor the signing of 
the Declaration of Independence, which proclaimed self-rule 

for the newly established colonies. Some historians say that the rebels likened their quest for freedom to 
the Hebrews vs. Pharaoh. The Puritans had come to America from England, seeking religious freedom. 
They cried out to their English ruler, “Let my people go”…which he did not do ... and so there was lots of 
revoltin’ going on. 
 

 



And where were the Hebrews in all this call for independence?  Actually there were only about 2,000 
Hebrews abiding in the colonies in 1776. Like the rest of the population, among these few Jews there 
were split loyalties, to the king, to the new government of the colonists, or simply non-committal.  
They had religious freedom, for which they had come to the New World. They had their livelihood – 
mostly mercantile-- and life was looking pretty good for them. Yet, “The importance of the Revolution 
on world Jewish history cannot be underestimated,” said Jacob Marcus, Director of American Jewish 
Archives of Hebrew Union College. According to him, the Jews interpreted “life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness” to mean political, social, and economic opportunity, as well as religious equality.”   
 

Having Jewish men in the military service of the Patriot’s army was significant because Jews had been 
historically excluded from western militaries. In England, to serve in the military as an officer, a Jew 
had to take an oath as a Christian. Such a large number of Southern Jews wanted to join the cause that 
Cpt. Richard Lushington, a Jew from Charleston, SC, formed what was known as “the Jews Company”, 
which included 28 men half his company. Francis Salvador, a legendary southern patriot, was the first 
Jew to die for his country and was considered a hero. Colonel Isaac Franks was known as George 
Washington’s right hand man and they remained friends for years after the war. David Franks, a distant 
relative of Isaac, was the aide de camp of the notorious Benedict Arnold, Oy vay! He got arrested with 
Arnold’s other aides. He was acquitted; however he was not content with that outcome. He requested 
and received an additional court inquiry to completely clear his name. Only in America – Franks was 
totally exonerated, promoted and given 400 acres of land. And to make it even better, he became a 
diplomatic courier carrying documents to Benjamin Franklin in Paris and John Jay in Madrid. In 1784 
he was appointed vice consul in France, becoming the first Jew to serve in a U.S. diplomatic post. How’s 
that for a nice Jewish soldier?  
 

Not only were these Hebrew Patriots in the military, but they served the military as suppliers of clothing 
and armament. There were even Jewish privateers plying the seas, smuggling goods thru the British 
blockade. There are a few historians who would go so far as to say that the American Revolution was 
won because of Jews such as Haym Salomon (a Polish Jew who had immigrated at the age of 32 and 
was a currency trader) and the Jews of St. Eustatius, in the Caribbean, who were primarily in the 
shipping business. Salomon is best known as the man who negotiated Colonial currency and bonds for 
hard Dutch and French currencies and who loaned his personal fortune (approximately $350,000… a 
huge sum) to the newly formed Congress with no interest. He practically financed the whole war, and 
his financial skills with America’s allies enormously helped to rescue the Continental government. 
Sadly, the money was never repaid, and he died virtually bankrupt.   
 

The Jews might well be considered the original “Pirates of the Caribbean”, smuggling vital goods from 
Amsterdam based firms, through St. Eustatius, to the colonies. Their ships posed such a problem that 
Britain sent Adm. Rodney to stop the contraband traffic. Rodney was a bigot and particularly hated 
Jews (The Haman of his time). In fact, he was so taken with ridding the island of Jews, ransacking 
homes, burning the synagogue, pillaging property, and deporting Jewish men that he forgot about the 
rest of the war. Instead of tracking and trying to destroy the French fleet, he sent half his ships back to 
England carrying booty stolen from the Jews and other Dutch merchants. The French were able to stop 
troop replacements coming from England, Gen. Cornwallis’s army was decimated, and Washington 
declared victory. So there!!! 
 

One more interesting note: There was a great parade in Philadelphia in 1788 to honor Pennsylvania’s 
ratification of the U.S. Constitution. The cantor of the synagogue marched arm and arm with two 
clergymen. At the public feast for that celebration there was a table with kosher food that consisted of 
“soused salmon, bread and crackers, almonds, raisins, and more.” One more great moment in Jewish 
history of “We won, let’s eat!”   
 

So even if you’re not a Son or a Daughter of the Revolutionary War (let’s face it, very few of us are!) , 
know that as a Jew, and an American, all of us are proud of our heritage and are indeed grateful for 
those valiant Patriots who stood so bravely for freedom and equality.   
HAPPY 4th OF JULY!!!                                                
           

By Charlotte Newman 
Co-editor of Shalom Newsletter 
 
   



 

The By-Laws Committee is presently reviewing the 2017 By-Laws. Congregants are encouraged to 
submit proposed amendments to the current By-Laws, in writing, to either Temple office or directly to 
the chair, Ina Lidsky.  
 

All proposed amendments are welcomed now, but must be received no later than October 1, 2017, to be 
considered for the January 2018 Annual General Meeting. 
 

We are presently seeking one additional member to the committee. If interested, or have a suggestion, 
please contact Temple Office. 
 

Temple Office: office@tscfl.org, or 352-748-1800 
Ina Lidsky: iledance2@gmail.com or 352-751-4910 

 

 

A movie named In Our Hands: The Battle for Jerusalem depicts “A 50 Year Love Story.” 
 

On May 24, 2017, Jerusalem Day was celebrated in Israel commemorating 
the 50th anniversary of the reunification of Jerusalem on June 7, 2017. In 
1967, a Six-Day War ensued with a 200,000 person Israeli army who 
fought against a one million person Arab army. The movie, “In Our Hands: 
The Battle for Jerusalem” depicts the continual yearning of Jews to reunite 
Jerusalem as it had been under King David. Accordingly, Israel celebrated 
the 50th historical moment in time. Truly Hashem was at work fulfilling 
prophecy from the Torah. Consequently, May 2017 is a celebration of “A 
50 Year Love Story” and a very exciting time for Jews and Christians 
worldwide.  
 

However the movie makes a very bittersweet point. On one hand, the 
conquerors were so happy to find and see the Western Wall for the first 
time, and so much so, that religious Jews taught secular Jews how to pray. 
On the other hand, the soldiers were lamenting that they fought not for the Western Wall, the closest 
place to the former Temple and the “holy of holies,” but for the Temple Mount upon which stood the 
first and second Temples. This, my friends, is another topic… 
 

By Marsha Riefs and Charlene Unitan of The Israel Solidarity Committee. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

     

Rosh Chodesh enjoyed their end of the year luncheon at Buffalo Crossings on May 
21, 2017.  
 
Eleanor Neff coordinated a lovely "all you can eat" meal while live music and song 
entertained everyone. We all learned as Davida Brachfeld provided her personal 
account: "My Years in the War of Independence." 
 
We hope all Temple Shalom women will join us in the fall when Rosh Chodesh 
continues their meetings of sharing, spiritual bonding and learning together.  
 
 

“Taste of Israel” pictures by Sylvia Elinoff 



 

 
by SANDI NEWMARK  Photo credits: Sandi Newmark & Derick Dimry 

Temple Shalom honored its first spiritual leader June 4 with a retirement 
gala dinner party attended by almost 300 congregants and friends. 

Sheldon Skurow has led services and provided spiritual assistance since he 
helped found the Temple 16 years ago. The Temple has hired its first 
official rabbi, Rabbi Mel Glazer of Colorado, to begin July 1. 

 

Skurow, flanked by 
most of his family and 
many friends, was cited 
in multiple tributes and 
a slide show and 
presented with a plaque 
from the Board of 
Directors.  

 

 

 

He thanked everyone and said 
he was overwhelmed by the 
emotional tribute and party. 
His wife, Eveleen, as well as a 
daughter and granddaughter, 
spoke of their pride and 
gratitude for his service. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

This is published as requested by those who could not attend Sheldon's retirement celebration.  

GENESIS:  The Creation of Temple Shalom 

It is difficult, nay, verily impossible, to tell the story of creation within the 3 
minutes allotted me to do Temple Shalom’s creation, so LISTEN FAST – this 
will not be on Google… or your cell phone. 

In the beginning, Harold Schwartz created heaven on earth. And the earth 
was unformed when he saw the light and said, “Build houses and they will 
come.” And he built houses upon that earth and they came. And he saw that 
it was heavenly... And the first day there was morning, and evening and The 
Villages. 

And the people of the Villages said, “Let us plant grass, and flowers, and trees, and lots of churches...  
And they did. But there was a darkness upon that earth because there was no place for the Jews of The 
Villages. And Jack Vitale, a Christian amongst the Jews, said, “I need a place for my beloved Jewess, 
Sharna, to be with her people, to eat a bagel with them, and to play Mah Jongg.” And so it was that he 
and a few other wise men gathered the tribesmen together in friendship. And they saw that it was good.  
And the second day there was evening and morning and The Jewish Friends Club. 

And the Jewish Friends Club grew and flourished. And more Jews were seen upon the face of The 
Villages earth. And lo, the people of the Friends Club proclaimed, “Let us be a congregation which joins 
together our faith and friendship.” And they did. And they saw that it was good. And the third day there 
was morning and evening and The New Jewish Congregation. 

And the leaders of that congregation said, “We are wandering…Jews. Worshipping in strange 
tabernacles is O.K., but not really kosher.” And so there was land finding and name picking, and 
planning and designing and recruiting of members, and much, much fund raising... And it was gooood.  
And the fourth day there was morning and evening and the beginnings of a Temple. 

And behold, there arose on a back road of the land a beautiful building, the pride and joy of the 
founding fathers and mothers. And they marched and they sang and they danced and they brought the 
holy books into their Temple with great rejoicing. And they saw that it was very, very good. And the fifth 
day there was morning and evening and Temple Shalom. 

And the multitude of Temple Shalom knew the great spirit of Sheldon Skurow and thus he was 
proclaimed the Spiritual Leader. And a joyful noise was heard from him and the choir of Temple 
Shalom. And the brothers of the hood and the sisters of the hood worked diligently and brought fame 
and fortune to the neighbor-hood of their temple. And the sixth day there was morning and evening and 
Temple Shalom shone as a bright star, a Jewish star, upon the land of The Villages. 

And the Spiritual Leader said, “I have proudly served as your leader for 16 years. I am now an elder. A 
new leader should take the congregation into the future. And so a rabbi from a faraway land was 
chosen. And the congregation and Sheldon, the Spiritual Leader, in good spirit, saw that it was going to 
be really, really good. And it was morning and evening on the 7th day.  And Sheldon rested.  
AMEN! 

 

As written and presented by Charlotte Newman for Sheldon Skurow’s Tribute, June 4, 2017 

 

 

 



 
 

   

Q.  So, Sheldon, you’re getting ready to retire as Spiritual Leader of Temple Shalom. How did you get 
started in that capacity? Did you have any previous background leading a congregation? 

A.  Not professionally. When I was in the Navy, many years ago, there were very few 
other Jewish crew members on my ship, The USS Coral Sea, so there was no chaplain 
for us. An officer asked if I would provide a service for my fellow Jews. I readily 
agreed. I had had an Orthodox upbringing in Baltimore, so I was familiar with the 
service. And we were happy to gather together on Friday nights and holidays -- not 
only for the spiritual part, but it gave us time off from regular duty! 

Q.  What brought you to The Villages? 
A. Easy answer…golf!! Whoever heard of “playing golf for free for the rest of your life?” 
Q.  You and Eveleen, like the rest of us when we came here, were looking for a Jewish presence. What 

did you find? 
A.  In 2000 there was a Jewish Friends Club, started by Jack Vitale, Sharna’s husband. 

There were about 14 people to start with, but it grew rapidly. When there were about 
75 members, there was talk initiated about starting a Temple.   

Q.  Historically, that was the beginning of The New Jewish Congregation. Tell me about that. 
A. Well, we started out meeting at the Hacienda Hills center and then migrated to the 

Oxford Community Center where we could hold services. That was in 2001. We 
elected a president, set up a Ritual Committee, found some prayer books, and had a 
great donation of a very small Torah, which you can now see framed in the sanctuary. 
I was elected as 1st V.P. of the congregation and also became the lay leader of the 
services, once a month.   

Q.  We all remember that after 4 years of being wandering Jews in different places of worship, our 
dream came true, and Temple Shalom was established. You were asked to continue in your role, 
designated as Spiritual Leader.  What were your feelings about that? 

A. I thought, “Wow! This is bigger than me! What am I doing here?” Yes, I was a bit 
anxious about taking on such a task. I spent a lot of time putting services together … 
our kitchen was my office. But I probably got more out of it than anybody… more 
spirituality. 

Q.  What would you say are the highlights of your 16 wonderful years of leadership? 
A.  There are lots of highs: Most important was the purchase of our first Torah. Going to 

New York and bringing back this historic symbol of our faith was overwhelming. Of 
course there was the actual building of Temple Shalom, the beginnings of the choir, 
the expansion of outreach and interfaith services, the opportunity to represent the 
Jewish Community as its religious leader. And the greatest highlight was – and is – 
the friendships we have formed. 

Q.  If you could look into a crystal ball, what would you see? 
A.  I see lots of expansion, more building, 1000 person membership, more Judaism in 

the area. 
Q.  You said that you have spoken with Rabbi Glazer, who will be leading Temple Shalom into the 

future. Can you share some of what you spoke of? 
A.  I told him that the congregation expects change, and be patient... don’t change too 

much too fast. Enjoy the congregation and the Temple, as I did. We all welcome the 
Rabbi and his wife and wish them all the best.   

Q.  And now for a well-earned retirement.  What’s on your agenda? 
A.  For so many years, our time was devoted to Temple Shalom. I had a job and did it the 

best I knew how. Now Eveleen and I are planning on spending our time with friends 
and family, the grandkids, and just being a congregant. Of course we hope to play 
more golf! We are ready to enjoy our later years!! 

 

 
By Charlotte Newman, Co-editor of Shalom Newsletter 
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Barbara Fieldman 7/11/2017  Heidi Rudinsky 7/22/2017    

William Meier 7/11/2017  Michael Starr 7/22/2017    

Edward Levine 7/12/2017  Dian Wilson 7/23/2017  Howard Kosofsky 8/1/2017 

Charles Schlesinger 7/12/2017  Gerald Dornfeld 7/25/2017  Erv Margulis 8/1/2017 

Susan Sirmai Feinberg 7/13/2017  Burton Sugarman 7/26/2017  Sandra Pugrant 8/1/2017 

Walter Meier 7/14/2017  Marion Beckman 7/27/2017  Dennis Sokol 8/1/2017 

Paul Schoman 7/15/2017  William G Witlin 7/27/2017  Aileen Stern 8/1/2017 

Peter Greenston 7/16/2017  Janice Cohen 7/28/2017  Dr. Robert Gillon 8/3/2017 

Karen Kuperberg 7/16/2017  Russell Gaull 7/28/2017  Saul Honigstein 8/5/2017 

Bonnie Cohen 7/17/2017  Robert Kuperberg 7/28/2017  Renee Kachman 8/5/2017 

Lester Kornfeld 7/17/2017  Carol Fortune 7/29/2017  Roberta Stein 8/5/2017 

Heidi Naidamast 7/17/2017  Dudley Lehman 7/29/2017  Saul Truskin 8/5/2017 

Hyman David Rosen 7/18/2017  Arthur Rosenblatt 7/29/2017  Jerald Goldstein 8/6/2017 

Gail Tedesco 7/18/2017  Dr. William Whitman 7/29/2017  Daniel Kachman 8/6/2017 

Carole Starr 7/19/2017  Shelley Ellis 7/30/2017  Marlyn Smith 8/6/2017 

Maxwell Zelikoff 7/19/2017  Harvey Levitt 7/30/2017  John Tighe 8/6/2017 

Georgine Gaull 7/20/2017  Ron Wright 7/30/2017  Sherry Elias 8/7/2017 

Norman Heyman 7/21/2017  Samuel Adler 7/31/2017  Stuart J. Nerenberg 8/7/2017 

Alan Matisoff 7/21/2017  Carrol Hilder 7/31/2017  Sal Gerace 8/8/2017 

Evelyn Brauer 7/22/2017  Sheila Shayne 7/31/2017  Jane Morgenstern 8/9/2017 

Frances Cimino 7/22/2017  Sheldon Skurow 7/31/2017  Barnett Greenberg 8/10/2017 

Joanne Goldin 7/22/2017  Jerry Dukes 8/1/2017  Tina Shapiro 8/10/2017 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Melvin & Phyllis Blanck 7/15/2017    
James & Susan Gerson 7/16/2017    

Paul & Karren Schoman 7/21/2017    

Jeanne & Howard Halberg 7/24/2017  Thomas & Deborah Dessert 8/1/2017 

Sal & Hedy Gerace 7/27/2017  Robert & Lynda Pokost 8/4/2017 

Lorette Belgraier & Joy Jacobs 7/29/2017  Richard & Kathy Schachter 8/8/2017 

Judith Bashaway & Melinda Garrison 7/31/2017  Alan Gelber & Lynn Shipman 8/9/2017 
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Skurow Choir Fund Donor Reason 
 

Cohen, Janice IHO Sheldon Skurow 
 

Dessert, Thomas & Deborah IMO Russell Graser 
 

Gantz, Herbert & Rosalind IHO Sheldon Skurow retirement 
 

Goldin, Jerry & Joanne IHO Sheldon Skurow, many years serving as Spiritual Leader 
 

Miriam, Ed, Marci & Isador IHO Sheldon Skurow retirement 
 

Nutkin, Sandy IMO Russell Graser 
   
Jack Vitale Edu Fund Donor Reason 
 

Brauer, Evelyn Speedy recovery for Paula Gold 
 

Gillon, Robert & Vesta IMO Jacob Gillon, father of Robert Gillon 
 

Horowitz, David & Sandra IMO Jessica Loomis, niece of Elaine & Robert Via 
 

Neff, Eleanor IMO Ernest Neff, husband of Eleanor Neff 

   
Morgan Landscape Fund Donor Reason 
 

Cooke, George & Arline IMO Giacomo Puglia, brother-in-law of Arline Cooke 
 

Gillon, Robert & Vesta Speedy recovery for Sheldon Skurow 
 

Gillon, Robert & Vesta IMO George Jaffe, father of Vesta Gillon 
 

Goldin, Jerry & Joanne IHO marriage of Dan Holtz, son of Iris Holtz, to Katrina 
 

Goldin, Jerry & Joanne IMO Russell, friend of Laurie Duquette 
 

Goldin, Jerry & Joanne Good health to Al Herbst 
 

Hankin, Stewart & Doreen IMO Clara Rosenberg, mother of Doreen Hankin 
 

Horowitz, David & Sandra IMO Marvin, dear & beloved friend of Fern & Bob Slutsky 
 

Koltenuk, Jeffrey & Adrienne IMO Adele Rittberg, sister of Sam Rittberg 
 

Mele, Sandra IMO Samuel Rashky, father of Sandra Mele 
 

Pozen, Ira & Carol IMO Rochelle Pozen, sister of Ira Pozen 
 

Pozen, Ira & Carol IMO Marion Pozen, mother of Ira Pozen 
 

Rib, Sondra IMO Harold Rib, husband of Sondra Rib 
 

Rib, Sondra IMO Rose Fastiff, mother of Sondra Rib 
 

Rib, Sondra IHO graduation of Kira Rib, grandchild of Sondra Rib 
 

Rib, Sondra IHO graduation of Andrew Parnes, grandchild of Sondra Rib 
 

Rib, Sondra IHO graduation of Adam Dick, grandchild of Sondra Rib 
 

Rib, Sondra IHO graduation of Aaron Rib, grandchild of Sondra Rib 
 

Silverman, Beatrice IMO Robert Steven Silverman, son of Beatrice Silverman 
 

Silverman, Beatrice IMO Irv Silverman, husband of Beatrice Silverman 
 

Stark, Gloria Speedy recovery for Sheldon Skurow 
 

Stark, Gloria Speedy recovery for Jerry Prezioso 
 

Stark, Gloria IMO Jessica Loomis, niece of Elaine & Robert Via 
   
Jasper Torah Fund Donor Reason 

 Golove, Stanley & Mary Inscribe for 2 

 Greenberg, Daniel & Carol Inscribe Torah 

 Janowitz, Sam & Leslie Inscribe Torah 

 Jasper, Ann IMO Jules J. Jasper, father-in-law of Ann Jasper 

 Jasper, Ann IMO Alexander Berchielli, father of Ann Jasper 

 Jasper, Ann IHO Geri Rittberg birthday 

 Margulis, Erv Refreshments for 4/26 Scribe for the Torah 

 Rosen, Stephen & Carol Inscribe Torah 

 Rosow, Mark & Tulin, Nancy Inscribe Torah 

 Schachter, Richard & Kathy Get well for Alan Schrager 

 Singer, Jerry & Joan Torah repair 

 Wallace, Larry & Lynn IMO Richard Coen 



   
Sindoris Scholar Fund Donor Reason 
 

Horowitz, David & Sandra IHO Larry & Leslie Waldbaum's granddaughter’s Bat Mitzvah 

   
Prayer Book Donations Donor Reason 
 

Ballot, Butch & Sandy IMO Mikey & Lee Ballot 
 

Ballot, Butch & Sandy IHO Ballot grandchildren 
 

Ballot, Butch & Sandy IHO Butch Ballot 
 

Cohen, Janice IMO Herman Marksheild 
 

Cohen, Janice IMO Sophie Marksheild Spinner 
 

Elias, Paul & Sherry IHO Elias', their children and grandchildren 
 

Goldstein, Bernard & Toby IHO Sheldon Skurow 
 

Laliberte, Raymond Donation 
 

Margulis, Erv IMO Adele Rittberg, sister of Sam Rittberg 
 

Margulis, Erv IMO Muriel Margulis 
 

Margulis, Erv IMO Sam & Ana Margulis 
 

Margulis, Erv IMO Dr. Robert Lupowitz 
 

Margulis, Erv IMO Mark Greenwald 
 

Riefs, Martin & Marsha IMO Alan & Barbara Riefs 
 

Riefs, Martin & Marsha IMO Ida & Meyer Epstein 
 

Riefs, Martin & Marsha IMO Dorothy & Otto Riefs 
 

Roberts, Patricia IMO Cy Lloyd Roberts 
 

Wallace, Larry & Lynn IMO Adele Rittberg, sister of Sam Rittberg 
 

Wallace, Larry & Lynn Speedy recovery to David Matisoff 
 

Wallace, Larry & Lynn Speedy recovery to Al Herbst 
 

Wallace, Larry & Lynn Speedy recovery to Nancy Heyman 
   
General Donations Donor Reason 
 

Anderson, Maureen IMO Charles Gerson, brother of Jim Gerson 
 

Dressler, Marshall & Audrey IHO birth of Adrienne & Alan Silver's grandson 
 

Fudin, Gilbert & Brachfeld, Davida Donation for Yizkor 
 

Holtz, Iris Get well for David Matisoff 
 

Holtz, Iris Stay well for Sheldon Skurow 
 

Holtz, Iris Get well for Gerry Prezioso 
 

Holtz, Iris Get well for Nancy Hayman 
 

Holtz, Iris IMO Adele Rittberg, sister of Sam Rittberg 
 

Holtz, Iris IMO Jessica Loomis, niece of Elaine & Robert Via 
 

Laliberte, Raymond Donation 
 

Swanson, John & Janet IMO Mark Greenwald 
   
Yahrzeit-Gen Fund Donor Reason 
 

Amster, Marvin & Honey J. IMO Gerald Amster, brother of Marvin Amster 
 

Belgraier, Lorette & Jacobs, Joy IMO Louis Jacobs, father of Joy Jacobs 
 

Belgraier, Lorette & Jacobs, Joy IMO Sydelle Jacobs, mother of Joy Jacobs 
 

Blanck, Melvin & Phyllis IMO Samuel Blanck, father of Melvin Blanck 
 

Chidakel, Susan IMO Helen Shaw, mother of Susan Chidakel 
 

Cimino, James & Frances IMO Valerie Stulzaft, niece of James & Frances Cimino 
 

Cohen, Murray & Sally IMO Ida Cohen, mother of Murray Cohen 
 

Cohen, Murray & Sally IMO Rose Lax, mother of Sally Cohen 
 

Dornfeld, Gerald & Marilyn IMO Gilda Dornfeld, mother of Gerald Dornfeld 
 

Ettedgui, Hanania & Dr. Eva IMO Rena Ettedgui, mother of Hanania Ettedgui 
 

Ettedgui, Hanania & Dr. Eva IMO Simon Ettedgui, brother of Hanania Ettedgui 
 

Fudin, Gilbert & Brachfeld, Davida IMO Tsipora Weisser, mother of Davida Brachfeld 
 

Fudin, Gilbert & Brachfeld, Davida IMO Tessie Fudin, mother of Gilbert Fudin 
 

Goldstein, Bernard & Toby IMO Ruth Goldstein, mother of Bernard Goldstein 



 
Goldstein, Jerald & Shelley IMO Michael Goldstein, son of Jerald & Shelley Goldstein 

 
Goldstein, Jerald & Shelley IMO Lilian Zeilonks, mother of Shelley Goldstein 

 
Goldzweig, Loretta R. IMO Leonard Goldzweig, husband of Loretta Goldzweig 

 
Goodman, Stan & Renee' IMO Harry Goodman, father of Stan Goodman 

 
Goodman, Stan & Renee' IMO Murray Fischer, father of Renee' Goodman 

 
Lazear, Marylen & Wilson, Ben IMO Ella Helitzer Kandel, mother of Marylen Lazear 

 
Lazear, Marylen & Wilson, Ben IMO Paul Helitzer, father of Marylen Lazear 

 
Lazear, Marylen & Wilson, Ben IMO Susi Ross, sister of Marylen Lazear 

 
Lazear, Marylen & Wilson, Ben IMO Harvey Lazear, husband of Marylen Lazear 

 
Lowitt, Joan M. IMO Annette Lowitt, mother-in-law of Joan Lowitt 

 
Margolis, Edward & Carolyn IMO Jerry Margolis, brother of Edward Margolis 

 
Margulis, Erv IMO Anna Margulis, mother of Erv Margulis 

 
Pergamit, Howard & Francine IMO Paul Pergamit, father of Howard Pergamit 

 
Plotkin, Rosalie IMO Tillie Moien, sister-in-law of Rosalie Plotink 

 
Roth, Dennis & Sharon IMO Bennie Roth, father of Dennis Roth 

 
Sasmor, Louis & Dorothy IMO Miriam Blum, mother of Dorothy Sasmor 

 
Sasmor, Louis & Dorothy IMO Jimmy Blum, father of Dorothy Sasmor 

 
Sasmor, Louis & Dorothy IMO Helen Sasmor, mother of Louis Sasmor 

 
Sasmor, Louis & Dorothy IMO Ernest Sasmor, father of Louis Sasmor 

 
Schwartz, Rose IMO Nathan Schwartz, husband of Rose Schwartz 

 
Slutsky, Robert & Fern IMO Joseph Sheber, father of Fern Slutsky 

 
Sterkin, Audrey IMO Larry Sterkin, husband of Audrey Sterkin 

 
Tropp, Rory & Shelley IMO Annette Dicker, mother of Shelley Tropp 

 
Truskin, Saul & Bobbi IMO Erwin Truskin, father of Saul Truskin 

 
Via, Robert & Elaine IMO Jack Berger, father of Elaine Via 

   
Trees for Israel Donor Reason 
 

Litvin, Ellie & Herb IMO George Greenberg 
 

Meister, Nick & Donna IMO Charles D. Gerson 

 

JEWISH WAR VETERANS - Join our expanding new Jewish War Veterans Post 352 Judith A. 
Resnick. If you have any questions, please contact Gerry Prezioso 352-350-3455 
 

JEWISH SINGLES CLUB (JSC) - Meets the first Thursday every month at Churchill Street 
Recreation Center. For information contact the following: BEV: 631 974 5150 (TEXT ONLY) 

BEV.GOLDSTEIN@YAHOO.COM; HEDI: HDBED@AOL.COM; HERB: ltchsiegel@gmail.com 
 

BORSCHT BELT CLUB -Village residents meet the 3rd Sunday of every month (except July/August) 
at Lake Miona Rec Center at 6:00m pm. Contact Arlene Kaplan, 352-753-0482 or 
email borschtbeltclub@gmail.com 
 

VILLAGES NORTH JEWISH CHAVURAH - Meets the first Saturday of the month at the Lake 
Miona Recreation Center. For information, contact Ted Harris 352-751-1010 or 
tvnorthchavurah@gmail.com   
 

VILLAGES SOUTH JEWISH CHAVURAH - Meets at 7:00 p.m. on the second Saturday of each 
month at the Rohan Recreation Center. For information, contact David Isenberg 404-353-4769 or 
www.tvs-chavurah.org 

 

THE VILLAGE KIBITZERS - Meets the fourth Sunday of the month at Eisenhower Rec Center; except 
July and August. All events are RSVP only. For information, please contact David Rubin, 352-430-3931 or 
email tvkibitzers@gmail.com 
  
 
 
 

mailto:borschtbeltclub@gmail.com
mailto:tvkibitzers@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Your Board of Directors       Your Trustees  

President      Iris Holtz     Butch Ballot   Erv Margulis 
First Vice President    Mark Rosow    Susan Feinberg  Eve Matisoff 
Second Vice President    Bruce Levin    Sherry Levin  Larry Wallace 
Treasurer      John Swanson      
Recording Secretary    Renee Gershman  
Ex-Officio President    Steve Lowe 

Parliamentarian     Robert Via 
 

Sisterhood President    Lynn Sindoris    Brotherhood President Paul Elias    
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Deadline: 15th of the preceding month. 

Articles: Single spaced...One space after a period…Sentence Case 
Microsoft WORD, rich text or directly in an email only 
 

Please do not use Google Docs or pdf files  Do not format or set style 

Photos: No more than two per article/topic Photos Must be Jpeg files 
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